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St Vladimir’s Seminary
575 Scarsdale Road, Yonkers, NY



75 " Anniversary

' “Engaging the world with Orthodox Christianity since 1938"—

We invite you to our
75" Anniversary Gala Benefit Banquet
on Thursday November 7, 2013
at Glen Island Harbour Club,
New Rochelle, New York.

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS:

The Right Rev. Bishop Basil, D.D.,
Bishop of Wichita and Mid-America

The Very Rev. Dr. John McGuckin,
Nielsen Professor of Early Church History, Union Theological Seminary
Professor of Byzantine Christian Studies, Columbia University, NYC

Purchase your tickets at www.svots.edu



SATURDAY, MAY 18, 2013

Commencement Exercises

Prayer of Supplication in Three Hierarchs Chapel

Processional: “Christ is Risen”

Opening Prayer: “Iroparion for the Three Hierarchs”

Opening of the Commencement Exercises

His Beatitude, The Most Blessed Tikhon,

Archbishop of Washington, Metropolitan of All America and Canada of the

Orthodox Church in America, President of the Board of Trustees

Welcoming Remarks
The Very Rev. Dr. John Behr, Dean

Conferring of Honorary Doctorates
Mr. Alex Machaskee, Executive Chair

Commencement Address
The Rev. Dr. Sarah L. Fogg

Conferral of Degrees on the Class of 2013

Valedictory Address
Mr. Harrison Russin

Introduction to the Alumni Association
Mr. Gregory Abdalah, Alumni Association President

Salutatory Address
The Rev. Dn. Nicholas Roth

St Vladimir’s Seminary Octet
To Thee, Our Champion Leader
by S. Trubachev

Concluding Remarks
The Very Rev. Dr. Chad Hatfield, Chancellor

Closing of the Commencement Exercises

His Beatitude, The Most Blessed Tikhon,

Archbishop of Washington, Metropolitan of All America and Canada of the
Orthodox Church in America, President of the Board of Trustees

Closing prayer: “It Is Truly Meet”

Recessional: “Shine, Shine”

Commencement Reception



Commencement Speaker
The Rev. Dr. Sarah L. Fogg

The Reverend Dr. Sarah L. Fogg was appointed St John’s Riverside Hospital’s
first Director of Pastoral Care in July 2006. She is responsible for providing
spiritual and religious support to patients and their families and staff and for
facilitating and enhancing the efforts of local clergy as they visit their congre-
gants in the hospital. Rev. Fogg is employed through The HealthCare Chap-
laincy, a multifaith center for pastoral care, education, and research.

Before discerning a call to the ministry, Dr. Fogg was a college professor at
Illinois Wesleyan and Clemson Universities. She held a position in copyright
registration at the Library of Congress and was a career counselor to the
humanities at California State University, Long Beach. For six years, she was
project director at a human resources consulting firm in Manhattan.

Her academic preparation includes a B.A. in French from West Virginia Uni-
versity, an M.A. in French and Linguistics and a Ph.D. in Comparative Litera-
ture from Indiana University, and a Master of Divinity from Union Theologi-
cal Seminary in New York City. An American Baptist, she was ordained to

the ministry in 1993. She was also a student of Clinical Pastoral Education,
serving as a resident chaplain at NYU and Lenox Hill Hospitals. In 1995, she
became a Board Certified Chaplain (Fellow) of the Association of Professional
Chaplains.

Rev. Fogg is active in local church and community groups and serves on Eth-
ics, Palliative Care, and Cancer Care committees within the Hospital. She has
particular interests in family systems theory and perinatal bereavement on
which she lectures, provides counsel, and offers special service to the commu-
nity.

Valedictorian & Salutatorian

The valedictorian, who is selected from among graduating M.Div. students, delivers the com-
mencement address on behalf of the graduating class. The salutatorian, an M.Div. middler
who is completing his or her second academic year at St Vladimir's as a full-time student, of-
fers words of congratulation to the graduating class on behalf of those who will be remaining
at the seminary. The valedictorian and salutatorian are selected by the faculty on the basis of
the student's excellent performance in all aspects of seminary life, including academic work,

participation in chapel services, and completion of community service assignments.



Igumem’ Ines Ayau Garcia

Igumeni Ines Ayau Garcia (Madre Ines) was born in 1951 into a prominent Guate-
malan family with a long history of service in that Central American country. She
was educated through high school at the Instituto de la Asuncién and then attended
Marian College in Indianapolis. She returned to Guatemala to study architecture at
the Universidad de San Carlos de Guatemala. This is a discipline that she used later
when supervising many building programs, including that of the orphanage and
monastery.

In 1972 the then Sister Ines began to study theology at the Universidad Francisco
Marroquin, a school founded by her father, Dr. Manuel Ayau. Always eager for more
education, she then went to Mexico to study Scripture at the Institiuto de Sagrada
Escriptura Santo in 1975, followed by French and religious studies with the Assump-
tion Sisters in Paris, France.

After further studies in both Belgium and Brazil, she graduated cum laude in Theol-
ogy from UFM in Guatemala in 1983 before departing for the Philippines in 1983,
where she served as a professor of theology at Assumption College, Makati, Metro
Manila.

During additional studies of Scripture and archeology in Jerusalem, she became
convinced of the truth of Orthodoxy. In 1993 she was received into Orthodoxy by
Archbishop Antonio Chedraoui of Mexico City and elevated to Igumeni in August
1994. In 1995 through the tireless efforts and courage of Mother Ines and her fellow
nuns, the Antiochian Orthodox Church was formally founded and recognized in
Guatemala.

In 1996 the Guatemalan government turned the centennial orphanage, Rafael Ayau,
over to the care of Mother Ines. With this, both an Orthodox orphanage and the first
Orthodox parish in Guatemala was born. A close relationship was also then formed
with the Monastery of the Transfiguration in Ellwood City, PA.

Since that time, hundreds of families around the world have adopted children
through the Hogar Rafael Ayau Orphanage. In 2007 the beautiful Holy Trinity
Monastery Church was consecrated in Guatemala, and this past year a new home for
children on the monastery grounds was completed. Last year, the Open E-Learning
University Rafael Ayau was founded, and it will serve Spanish-speaking Orthodox
Christians.

The Hogar has received hundreds of missionaries both short term and long term,
including teams from both St Herman and St Vladimir’s Seminaries. As missiology is
further developed at St Vladimir’s, an even stronger tie between Hogar Rafael Ayau
and the Seminary will likely develop, especially as the Orthodox Christian population
continues to grow rapidly in that country.



Obren B. Gerich

Obren B. Gerich was born into a pious family of Serbian Orthodox parents in 1938
in Ventura, California. Within the family context created by Mr. Gerich’s humble,
hardworking, and God—fearing Orthodox Christian mother and father, kernels of
charitable dedication towards others were nurtured in his heart.

Mr. Gerich completed high school and went on to Claremont Men’s College, earning
a Bachelor of Arts degree in 1960. He then earned a Master’s Degree in Accounting
in 1966 from the University of Southern California. Subsequently he was licensed

as a Certified Public Account, Real Estate Broker, and Insurance Broker in the State
of California. Currently, he is Senior Vice President of Public Storage, Inc., having
previously served as Chief Financial Officer from 1976 to 1993; he has been with the
company since 1974.

In addition to his resoundingly successful business and professional career, Mr.
Gerich has spent much of his adult life in service and dedication to his local and
national church, community, charities, and educational institutions. Using his pro-
digious intellectual and leadership skills, while always rooted in his love for Christ,
he has been a member of St Steven’s Serbian Orthodox Cathedral, Alhambra, CA for
sixty-one years. His distinguished charitable positions read as a litany of service and
include membership as a Trustee of St Steven’s Cathedral Board (40 years); Trea-
surer of St Steven’s Serbian Orthodox Cathedral; retired Chairman of the Serbian
Orthodox National Stewardship Committee; former board member of International
Orthodox Christian Charities; Trustee of St Vladimir’s Theological Seminary (24
years) where he has established three scholarship endowments that have provided
full annual scholarships for over 50 men and women, primarily of Serbian descent;
Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Fellowship of Orthodox Christians United
to Serve (FOCUS); and President of the Obren B. & Marilyn Gerich Family Founda-
tion.

His public awards and honors come from religious and public sources. Mr. Gerich

is the recipient of the Order of St Sava, 3rd Degree from the Serbian Church (1993);
The Order of St Innocent, 2nd degree from the Orthodox Church in America (2002);
and the Ellis Island Medal of Honor (2007).

Mr. Gerich is a consummate man of family and faith. Married to his beloved wife
and life partner Marilyn (Maile) for 45 years, they have two daughters, Carrie Bullard
and Julia Brankovic, and son-in-laws Brian Bullard and Alex Brankovic, and many
grandchildren.

St Vladimir’s Seminary is particularly grateful for Mr. Gerich’s remarkable service,
dedication, and financial support to the building up of the Seminary, where he has
served on the Finance, Audit, Advancement, and Executive Committees. He was the
Co-chair of the Seminary’s first major Capital Campaign, successfully resulting in a
tremendous expansion of the facilities and programs at St Vladimir’s. Mr. Gerich’s
outstanding financial gifts for the support of the Seminary are almost unmatched
throughout his long remarkable tenure and service. He has demonstrated unselfish
support of alumni work and the annual budget, and has provided remarkable major
gifts to capital projects and the Seminary’s endowment. His deep love for Christ and
his constant struggle to improve his own spiritual life translates into deep care and
concern for the students, faculty, staff, and alumni of this community.

Mr. Gerich’s childhood kernels of dedication and service have borne a rich harvest:
building up local and national church institutions, feeding and clothing the poor,
supporting children, demonstrating care for the handicapped, funding Orthodox
Christian projects, and educating those who thirst to know Christ. His exemplary
and courageous actions demonstrate his honorable leadership in word, deed, and
thought.



Anne Glynn Mackoul

Anne Glynn Mackoul is a member of the Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese of North
America. Over the years, she has held various positions with the Antiochian Arch-
diocese, including with the Antiochian Women as North American humanitarian
coordinator. In 1999 she was appointed to the Board of Trustees for the Antiochian
Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America, on which she served until July
2003. She served as executive editor of the Festscrift The First One Hundred Years: A
Centennial Anthology Celebrating Antiochian Orthodoxy in North America.

She has represented the Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch and all the East on the
Central Committee of the World Council of Churches (WCC) since 1998, work-

ing closely with the international ecumenical team of the patriarchate, and she also
served on the WCC Special Commission on Orthodox Participation in the WCC.
During those fifteen years, she was engaged in the work of the Palestine Israel Ecu-
menical Forum for Middle East Peace, and in the restructuring of the governance of
the WCC, including the drafting of rules for consensus decision making now in place
through all levels of the WCC.

Mrs. Mackoul’s ecumenical involvement included her serving as a member of the
Board of Directors and treasurer of the U.S. Conference for the World Council of
Churches, and as the liaison between that institution and its membership and at-
torneys, successfully shepherding the merger of the U.S. Conference into the National
Council of Churches of Christ, U.S.A.

She served as a member on the Board of Directors of International Orthodox Chris-
tian Charities (IOCC) for twelve years. As a member and then chair of the Program
Committee she visited IOCC offices and projects in the Balkans, Lebanon, Syria,
Jordan, and Palestine. Mrs. Mackoul also served as a member of IOCC’s Church and
Government Relations Committee. She continues her commitment to IOCC as a
member of the Board of Directors of the IOCC Foundation.

Mrs. Mackoul has served as a member of the Board of Trustees of St Vladimir Or-
thodox Theological Seminary since 2003, including service as Corporate Secretary.
In 2008 the Board of Trustees unanimously elected her as it first Executive Chair. She
served in this capacity for five years, throughout the first terms of The Very Rev. Dr.
John Behr as Dean and The Very Rev. Dr. Chad Hatfield as Chancellor, helping to
guide the formation of the new pattern of shared governance for the Seminary.

She serves on an advisory committee to the Orthodox Fellowship of the Transfigura-
tion, an environmental NGO, and as an advisor to several committees of the Assem-
bly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of North and Central America.

Mrs. Mackoul earned a B.A. from the University of Tennessee and a J.D. from the
University of Cincinnati College of Law. She is a lawyer and private pilot who lives
in Princeton, NJ, with her husband Sabry and their daughter Stephanie. They are
parishioners at St Mary’s Antiochian Orthodox Church in Bay Ridge Brooklyn.



Class of 2013

Candidates for the Master of Divinity degree

Mr. Richard Mitry AJALAT
(commendation for service to the community)

Mr. Jesse BRANDOW (magna cum laude)
The Rev. Adam HORSTMAN
The Rev. Andre PAEZ

The Rev. James PARNELL (cum laude)
Growing from Dragon to Man: A Parish Resource for Reintegrating
Orthodox Soldiers and Veterans Returning from War
Dr. Albert Rossi, advisor

Mr. Harrison Basil RUSSIN
(Valedictorian; summa cum laude;
commendation for service to the community)

The Iconology of Fr. Sergius Bulgakov
Prof. Richard Schneider, advisor

Mr. Anoop THOMAS

The Rev. Gregory Jarno WASSEN
[Degree awarded January 2013]
Solving Latent Issues in the Book of Common Prayer:
A Resourcement Approach
Dr. Peter Bouteneff, advisor

Candidates for the Master of Arts (Theology) degree

Mr. Andrew James BLASKI
(summa cum laude; commendation for thesis)
The Philocalia of Origen: Evidence of Thematic and Structural Unity
The Very Rev. Dr. John Behr, advisor



The Rev. Dn. Dr. Steven D. BRUNS
Orthodox Apologetics in an American Context
The Very Rev. Dr. Chad Hatfield, advisor

Ms. Suzanne EVANOFE
[Degree awarded January 2013]
Death, Dying and Suffering: An Orthodox View
Dr. Albert Rossi, advisor

Dr. Tracy Davis GUSTILO
(summa cum laude; commendation for thesis)

Elisha’s Axe: Recovering the Voice of God in Irenaeus’ Against Heresies
The Very Rev. Dr. John Behr, advisor

Mr. Pradeep A. HATCHER (cum laude)
The Legacy of Jacob Baradeus: Schismatic or Saint?
The Rev. Dr. Alexander Rentel, advisor

Ms. Ashley LEAR (cum laude)
[Degree awarded January 2013]
Familiarity as a Criterion for the Selection of Music for Parish Use:
An Examination of the Antiochian Archdiocese of America
Dr. Nicholas Reeves, advisor

Mr. Gregory TUCKER
(summa cum laude; commendation for thesis)
Kenosis and Metanoia: The Acquisition and Actualization of Knowledge

in Origen’s Homilies on Jeremiah
The Very Rev. Dr. John Behr, advisor

Mr. James B. WIEGEL (summa cum laude)
First Samuel Fifteen and the God of Love: A Literary-Critical
and Christ-Centered Appropriation of a Genocide Text
Prof. Richard Schneider, advisor

Candidates for the Master of Theology degree

Mr. Michael John Soroka
[Degree awarded February 2013]
The Russian Council of 1917-18 and the Question of Liturgical Reform
The Rev. Dr. Alexander Rentel, advisor



Faculty

DEAN AND CHANCELLOR

THE VERY REV. DR. JOoHN BEHR

Dean, Professor of Patristics

B.A., Thames Polytechnic

M.Th., St Vladimir’s Orthodox Theo. Seminary
M.Phil., University of Oxford

D.Phil., University of Oxford

THE VERY REV. DR. CHAD HATFIELD
Chancellor, Adjunct Professor of Missiology
B.A., Southwestern College

M.Div., Nashotah House Seminary

S.T.M., Nashotah House Seminary

D.Min., Pittsburgh Theological Seminary

PROFESSORS

DR. JoHN A. BARNET

Associate Professor of New Testament

B.A., Duke University

A.M., University of Michigan

M.Div., St Vladimir’s Orthodox Theo. Seminary
Ph.D., Duke University

Dr. PETER C. BOUTENEEE

Associate Professor of Systematic Theology
B.Mus., New England Conservatory of Music
M.Div., St Vladimir’s Orthodox Theo. Seminary
M.Phil., University of Oxford

D.Phil., University of Oxford

THE Rev. DR. J. SERGIUS HALVORSEN
Assistant Professor of Homiletics and Rhetoric
B.A., University of California

M.Div., St Vladimir’s Orthodox Theo. Seminary
Ph.D., Drew University

Dr. PAUL MEYENDORFF
The Fr Alexander Schmemann Professor
of Liturgical Theology
B.A., Trinity College
M.Div,, St Vladimir’s Orthodox Theo. Seminary
Ph.D., University of Notre Dame

Dr. NicHOLAS REEVES
Assistant Professor of Liturgical Music
B.M., Westminster Choir College
M.M., Westminster Choir College
D.M.A., Manhattan School of Music

THE REV. DR. ALEXANDER RENTEL
Assistant Professor of Canon Law and Byzantine
Studies, and The John and Paraskeva Skvir

Lecturer in Practical Theology
B.A., Ohio State University
M.Div,, St Vladimir’s Orthodox Theo. Seminary
Licentiate, Pontifical Oriental Institute
S.E.O.D., Pontifical Oriental Institute

PROFESSORS EMERITI

DRr. Davip DrILLOCK

Professor of Liturgical Music, Emeritus

B.A., Columbia University

M.Div., St Vladimir’s Orthodox Theo. Seminary

S.M.M., Union Theological Seminary

D.S.M. (honoris causa), St Vladimir’s Orthodox
Theological Seminary

THE VERY REV. JoHN H. ERICKSON

Peter N. Gramowich Professor of Church
History, Emeritus

B.A., Harvard College

M.Phil,, Yale University

M.Th., St Vladimir’s Orthodox Theo. Seminary

THE VERY REV. DR. THOMAS HoPKO
Dean Emeritus

B.A., Fordham University

M.Div., St Vladimir’s Orthodox Theo. Seminary
M.A., Duquesne University

Ph.D., Fordham University



ADJUNCT & VISITING FACULTY

DRr. KATE BEHR

Adjunct Professor of Literature
B.A., University of London
D.Phil., Oxford University

THE Rev. DR. BENEDICT CHURCHILL

Adjunct Professor of Early Christian Languages
and Literature

B.A., St. John’s University

M.S.L., Pontifical Institute of Mediaeval Studies

M.Div,, St Vladimir’s Orthodox Theo. Seminary

Ph.D., University of Toronto

Dr. RoBERTA R. ERVINE
Adjunct Professor of Armenian Studies
B.A., Wheaton College

M.A,, Fairfield University

M.Phil.,, Columbia University

Ph.D., Columbia University

THE VERY REV. DR. DANIEL FINDIKYAN
Adjunct Professor of Armenian Studies

B.S., State University of New York

M.Div., St Vladimir’s Orthodox Theo. Seminary
M.A, City University of New York

S.E.O.D,, Pontifical Oriental Institute

Dr. DANIEL B. HINSHAW

Visiting Professor of Palliative Care

B.S., Loma Linda University

M.D., Loma Linda University Medical School

THE VERY REV. DR. HARRY PAPPAS
Adjunct Professor of Pastoral Theology
B.A., Davidson College
M.Div., Holy Cross Greek Orthodox
School of Theology
Th.M., Harvard Divinity School
Ph.D., Yale University

DRr. ALBERT S. Ross1

Adjunct Professor of Pastoral Theology
B.A., Gannon College

M.A., LaSalle College

A.M., New York Univesity

Ph.D., Hofstra University

MR. RICHARD SCHNEIDER
Visiting Professor of Liturgical Art
B.A., Dartmouth College
M.E.A., Princeton University
M.Phil.,, Columbia University

THE VERY REV. DR. PAUL NaDIM TARAZI
Adjunct Professor of Old Testament

Licentiate, Theological Institute of Bucharest
M.Th., Theological Institute of Bucharest
Th.D., Theological Institute of Bucharest

LECTURERS

MRs. RoBIN J. FREEMAN
Lecturer in Choral Conducting
B.M., Gordon College

M.M., Indiana University

THE Rev. HDN. HERMAN [MAJKRZAK]
Lecturer in Liturgical Music

B.Mus., Westminster Choir College

M.Div., St Tikhon’s Orthodox Theo. Seminary

Ms. MaRrR1AM CEENA VARGHESE
Lecturer in Malayalam

B.S., University of Maryland

M.A., St Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological
Seminary

M.Th., St Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological
Seminary

THE VERY REV. THOMAS ZAIN
Lecturer in Liturgics

B.A., Michigan State University

M.Div., Holy Cross Greek School of Theology

LIBRARIAN

Ms. ELEANA S. S1LK

B.S., Michigan State University

B.S., George Washington University

M.Div,, St Vladimir’s Orthodox Theo. Seminary
M.A., St Vladimir’s Orthodox Theo. Seminary
M.L.S., Columbia University



Board of Trustees

The Board of Trustees is the governing board of
St Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary.

PRESIDENT

His BearTupg, THE Most BLESSED TIKHON,
Archbishop of Washington, Metropolitan of
All America and Canada of the Orthodox
Church in America

VICE PRESIDENT

His EMINENCE, METROPOLITAN PHILIP,
Metropolitan-Archbishop (Primate) of the
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese
of North America

EXECUTIVE CHAIR

MR. ALEX MACHASKEE

TREASURER

MR. ANTHONY KASMER

CORPORATE SECRETARY

TraE REV. DR. PHILIP LEMASTERS

EX OFFICIO & APPOINTED MEMBERS

His EMINENCE, METROPOLITAN HILARION,
Archbishop of Volokolamsk and Chairman
of the Moscow Patriarchate Department for
External Church Relations

His EMINENCE, THE MoST REV. SAvAs,
Metropolitan of Pittsburgh, Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of America

His GRrRACE, BisHop MAXIM,
Bishop of Western America, Serbian
Orthodox Church

His EMINENCE, METROPOLITAN ZACHARIAH
MAaR N1cHOLOVOS,
Northeast American Diocese of the
Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church

THE VERY REV. DR. JOHN BEHR,
Dean of the Seminary

THE VERY REV. DR. CHAD HATFIELD,
Chancellor of the Seminary (CEO)

THE VERY REV. DR. JOHN JILLIONS,
Chancellor of the Orthodox Church in
America

MR. GREGORY ABDALAH,
Alumni Association President

MEMBERS

Dr. Frank B. Cerra

The Rev. Pdn. Peter Danilchick
The Rev. Dn. David Daumit
Dr. Albert Foundos

Mr. Brian Gerich

Mrs. Anne Glynn Mackoul
Mrs. Tatiana Hoff

Mr. Leon Lysaght

Mr. Eric S. Namee

Dr. Nicholas Pandelidis

Mr. Ivan Rudolph-Shabinsky
Dr. Donald J. Tamulonis, Jr.
Dr. Monica Thompson

Mrs. Anne van den Berg

TRUSTEES EMERITI

Mr. Michael Bress

Dr. Glenn R. Kubina

Mr. Alexander Popoff, Jr.
The Very Rev. Paul Shafran
Mrs. Elsie Skvir Nierle

Mr. Thomas S. Zedlovich
Mr. Mitchell Zunich

575 SCARSDALE ROAD, YONKERS, NY 10707-1659
www.svots.edu





